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          Atlantic Ocean, body of salt water covering approximately one-fifth 

of Earth’s surface and separating the continents of Europe and Africa to 

the east from those of North and South America to the west. The ocean’s 

name, derived from Greek mythology, means the “Sea of Atlas.” It is 

second in size only to the Pacific Ocean. 

 The Atlantic is, generally speaking, S-shaped and narrow in relation 

to its length. The area of the Atlantic without its dependent seas is 

approximately 31,830,000 square miles (82,440,000 square km), and with 

them its area is about 41,100,000 square miles (106,460,000 square km). 

It has an average depth (with its seas) of 10,925 feet (3,300 metres) and a 

maximum depth of 27,493 feet (8,380 metres) in the Puerto Rico Trench, 

north of the island of Puerto Rico. 

 The ocean’s breadth from east to west varies considerably. 

Between Newfoundland and Ireland it is about 2,060 miles (3,320 km); 

farther south it widens to more than 3,000 miles (4,800 km) before 

narrowing again so that the distance from Cape São Roque, Brazil, 

to Cape Palmas, Liberia, is only some 1,770 miles (2,850 km). Southward 

it again becomes broader and is bordered by simple coasts almost without 

islands; between Cape Horn and the Cape of Good Hope the ocean 

approaches Antarctica on a broad front nearly 4,000 miles (6,500 km) 

wide. 

https://www.britannica.com/science/seawater
https://www.britannica.com/place/Earth
https://www.britannica.com/place/Europe
https://www.britannica.com/place/Africa
https://www.britannica.com/place/South-America
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Greek-mythology
https://www.britannica.com/place/Pacific-Ocean
https://www.britannica.com/place/Atlantic-county-New-Jersey
https://www.britannica.com/science/foot-measurement
https://www.britannica.com/place/Puerto-Rico-Trench
https://www.britannica.com/place/Puerto-Rico
https://www.britannica.com/place/Newfoundland-and-Labrador
https://www.britannica.com/place/Ireland
https://www.britannica.com/place/Cape-Sao-Roque
https://www.britannica.com/place/Brazil
https://www.britannica.com/place/Harper-Liberia
https://www.britannica.com/place/Liberia
https://www.britannica.com/place/Cape-Horn
https://www.britannica.com/place/Cape-of-Good-Hope
https://www.britannica.com/place/Antarctica
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 Although not the largest of the world’s oceans, the Atlantic has by 

far the largest drainage area. The continents on both sides of the Atlantic 

tend to slope toward it, so that it receives the waters of a great proportion 

of the major rivers of the world; these include the St. Lawrence, 

the Mississippi, the Orinoco, the Amazon, the Río de la Plata, the Congo, 

the Niger, the Loire, the Rhine, the Elbe, and the great rivers draining into 

the Mediterranean, Black, and Baltic seas. In contrast to the South 

Atlantic, the North Atlantic is rich in islands, in the variety of its coastline, 

and in tributary seas. The latter include the Caribbean Sea, the Gulfs 

of Mexico and St. Lawrence, and Hudson and Baffin bays on the west 

and the Baltic, North, Mediterranean, and Black seas on the east. 

 

# The Atlantic Ocean: Key Points 

• The Atlantic is the second largest ocean after the Pacific. 

• It is roughly half the size of the Pacific Ocean. 

• It’s shape resembles the letter ‘S’. 

• In terms of trade, it is the most significant of all oceans. 

*Continental Shelf 

• It has prominent continental shelf with varying widths. 

• The length of the continental shelf is maximum in Northern Atlantic 

coasts. 

• The largest width occurring off north-east America and north-west 

Europe. 

• Grand banks continental shelf is the most productive continental 

shelf in the world. [Recall fishing industry in Laurentian Climate] 

https://www.britannica.com/place/Mississippi-River
https://www.britannica.com/place/Orinoco-River
https://www.britannica.com/place/Amazon-River
https://www.britannica.com/place/Rio-de-la-Plata
https://www.britannica.com/place/Congo-River
https://www.britannica.com/place/Niger-River
https://www.britannica.com/place/Loire-River
https://www.britannica.com/place/Rhine-River
https://www.britannica.com/place/Elbe-River
https://www.britannica.com/place/Mediterranean-Sea
https://www.britannica.com/place/Black-Sea
https://www.britannica.com/place/Baltic-Sea
https://www.britannica.com/place/Caribbean-Sea
https://www.britannica.com/place/Gulf-of-Mexico
https://www.britannica.com/place/Gulf-of-Saint-Lawrence
https://www.britannica.com/place/Hudson-Bay
https://www.britannica.com/place/Baffin-Bay
https://www.britannica.com/place/North-Sea
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• The Atlantic Ocean has numerous marginal seas occurring on the 

shelves, like the Hudson Bay, the Baltic Sea, and the North Sea, and 

beyond the shelves like the Gulf of Florida (Mexican Gulf). 

*Mid-Atlantic Ridge 

• The most remarkable feature of the Atlantic Ocean is the Mid-

Atlantic Ridge which runs from north to the south paralleling the ‘S’ 

shape of the ocean. 

• The ridge has an average height of 4 km and is about 14,000 km 

long. 

 

*Seamounts and guyots 

• They are present in significant numbers but not as significant as in 

pacific ocean. 

• Several seamounts form islands of the mid-Atlantic. Examples 

include Pico Island of Azores, Gape Verde Islands, Canary 

Islands etc.. 

• Also, there are coral islands like Bermuda and volcanic islands 

like, St Helena etc.. 

*Trenches 

• Atlantic Ocean lacks significant troughs and trenches, which are 

most characteristic to the Pacific Ocean. 

• North Cayman and Puerto Rico are the two troughs 

and Romanche and South Sandwich are the two trenches in the 

Atlantic Ocean. 
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